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CAPE TOWN FOR EMBASSY 

EO 1 1652: NA 

TAGS: PFOR ELAB LT 

SUB J : REPATRIATION OF MINERS 

1. EMBASSY INFORMED BY LOCAL SOURCE THAT 5,000 (SUBSEQUENT 
SABC REPORT PUT NUMBER AT 3,500) BASOTHO MINERS ENROUTE 
MASERU BY TRAIN FROM ANGLO-AMERICAN-OWNED WELKOM GOLD MINE 
IN WAKE OF RECENT FIGHTS BETWEEN BASOTHO AND XHOSA MINERS. 
SOURCE SAID BASOTHO HAD ACQUIRED FEISTY REPUTATION AMONG 
MINE MANAGERS AND IN THIS CASE, MINE OWNER HARRY OPPENHEIMER 
HAD DECIDED REPATRIATE BASOTHO FROM WELKOM MINE RATHER THAN 
RISK FURTHER INCIDENT. HE SAID TO FAVOR GIVING SOUTH AFRICAN 
BLACK MINERS BENEFIT OF DOUBT. (FYI. PRESS REPORTS INDICATE 
NINE MINERS KILLED AND MORE THAN 100 INIURED IN FIGHTS LAST 
WEEKEND AT WELKOM MINE. END FYI.) 
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2. PRIME MINISTER CHIEF JONATHAN HAS BEEN CLAIMING THAT SAG 
THREATENING TO REPATRIATE BASOTHO WORKERS. IF REPORT CORRECT, 

LESOTHO WILL PROBABLY PERCEIVE THAT NEW LOW IN ITS RELATIONS 
WITH SOUTH AFRICA HAS BEEN REACHED. OPPENHEIMER, FAIRLY WELL 
REGARDED HERE, WILL BE SEEN TO HAVE BOWED TO PRESSURES FROM 
PRETORIA, ALTHOUGH WITH CARLETONVILLE MEMORY STILL FRESH 
PROBABLY NO PRESSURE NEEDED FOR OPPENHEIMER TO TAKE DECISIVE 
STEPS TO END MINE TROUBLE. AN ESTIMATED 80,000 BASOTHO MINERS 
ARE STILL ON THE JOB IN SOUTH AFRICA. THE RETURNING 5,000 
WILL NOT ALL FIT SMOOTHLY INTO THE LESOTHO ECONOMY AND THEIR 
MINE WAGES WILL BE MISSED. 

HAUGHT 
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